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"If a nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be." - Thomas Jefferson

My Expectations
I have two basic expectations for everyone who is a part of my class, including myself: SHOW RESPECT, and DO YOUR BEST. Showing respect means that we listen courteously to others without interrupting, that we think before speaking – and that we speak and act with civility. I have a zero tolerance policy for hate speech, so we all need to carefully consider the words that come out of our mouths! Doing your best means that we come prepared, keep up with the reading and activities, that we manage our time well, and that we ask for help – and provide it – when needed.
SUPPLIES FOR THIS CLASS

Coming to class prepared, every day, is essential.  You will lose points for coming to class without the necessary supplies, but worse, you will lose precious time, instruction, and practice.  You need to bring:

· Pencils or pens (blue or black ink) AND a correcting pen (colored ink).

· Loose-leaf paper in a three-ring binder or separate notebook.

· An organizational method that will help you keep track of important papers and assignments.

· Personal reading material

I recommend, but do not require, some art supplies (markers, crayons or colored pencils).  You don't have to have your own, but you'll probably be happier if you do.

IMPORTANT: If you are unable to get any of the above supplies due to hardship or circumstances outside your control, please talk to me privately ASAP and I will get you what you need.

GRADES AND GRADING POLICIES

For the most part, we'll be maintaining Mr. Holtry's grading scale and practices.

Participation will be graded.  To get an A in participation you must be on task during class, participate in whatever activities are assigned and avoid disrupting other students.

If you are unexpectedly absent, school policies for excused absences and make-up work apply.  Please remember that you can check the class website (www.mrbaker.us) to see what you are missing while you are away - if you are able, you can keep up from home.

I know that, sometimes, unexpected emergencies happen and schoolwork is forced to take a backseat.  If you take the responsibility to meet with me to discuss your challenge and to make a plan to overcome it and complete your work, I will be happy to work with you.  However, this doesn't work if you wait until the last minute so as soon as you know there is a problem come talk to me.

MISSING AND LATE WORK

Late work will be accepted with a reduction in the overall grade.  Barely late will lose a few points, VERY late will lose lots of points.  However, some points are better than none. It will always help your grade to turn in missing/late assignments.

Unless otherwise noted, all projects and presentations are due at the beginning of class so that you are prepared to share. Projects and presentations will be considered late if you're not ready to go when called on.  Written homework should be turned in to the basket at the beginning of class.  However, it will not be counted late so long as it is submitted by the end of the school day.

When you fail to turn in an assignment or make up a quiz or test, it will go into the grade book as a zero with a "missing" indicator.  It is your responsibility to turn in the work so that the zero can be replaced with a better grade. 

Assignments submitted with no name can be claimed from a no-name folder and resubmitted for a maximum score of 90%.  

CLASSROOM WEBSITE

Our classroom website, located at www.mrbaker.us, is an important resource for you and your parents.  It should be your first stop whenever you have missed a class or forgotten the assignment.  There is a page with your daily events posted (including journal prompts, reading, assignments, handouts, etc...) as well as a monthly calendar that gives you an overview of classroom activities.  You'll also find links, an electronic copy of this document, a photo gallery, and other useful resources.

